
Socially Distanced Robotics 
 

We hope you have had a great start to the school year! We are very excited to let you 

know that we are ready for our robotics season this year! Before we tell you the plan, let’s look 

at the competition. 

 

 

The 2020-2021 VEX IQ Challenge this year is Rise Above! 
● Check out this video explaining the challenge. 

● Are you ready to start brainstorming? Make sure you read through the game manual so you 

know the rules, regulations, and how to get the most points. 

 

 

Are you ready to join us? Please read the following instructions carefully so we 

can ensure safe social distancing in robotics.  
1. Make a group of 3 people: Please find a group of 3 students to work with on a team. If possible, 

parents please talk with each other and make sure that you are all comfortable working in close 

proximity and touching the same robotics pieces. Once you have a group, please reach out to 

Mr. Stoloff and Mrs. DeWalt so we can provide you with supplies. We can have a finite number 

of teams and we want you on one! 

2. Schedule school practices with Mr. Stoloff and Mrs. DeWalt: We can have 2 teams in the 

Makerspace at a time. In order to ensure that proper distancing and cleaning can occur, teams 

will schedule one 30 minute practice with the teachers each week. This will be a chance to 

practice on the field and work in person with the coaches. 

3. Create a schedule for home practices: Find time each week to meet to work on your robot. 

Decide whose home you will meet in for these practices. We recommend working together for 

at least 1 ½ hours each week. Please share your schedule with Mr. Stoloff and Mrs. DeWalt once 

it is scheduled. We will try to be readily available through Google Meet, Email, or Zoom. 

https://www.vexrobotics.com/iq/competition/viqc-current-game
https://youtu.be/wWHifxhOcuc
https://content.vexrobotics.com/docs/viqc-rise-above/VIQC-Game-Manual-08172020.pdf
mailto:astoloff@mlschools.org
mailto:bdewalt@mlschools.org
mailto:astoloff@mlschools.org
mailto:bdewalt@mlschools.org


Frequently Asked Questions 
1. How will I get the pieces that I need for my robot? We will send home kits with each team that 

will have the pieces needed to build the robots. If you need more or unique pieces, send an 

email to Mr. Stoloff or Mrs. DeWalt and we will make sure to send it home with you during 

school. 

2. How will I do the programming? VEX IQ Blocks is available to be downloaded from this site.  You 

should log in using one of your team’s school email addresses and be sure to back up your work 

by downloading the code to your computer at the end of each session. 

3. What about the engineering notebook? You will complete an engineering notebook to track 

your progress. You will have the choice to create it in a composition notebook or in a Google 

Doc. If you choose a Google Doc, you can add drawings using Jamboard or another preferred 

site.  Check out this page for more information on it. 

4. How will competitions work? At this point, we are in constant contact with Robot Revolution, 

the league we participate in, and VEX IQ to hear any updates about competitions. Discussions 

are occurring regarding virtual or modified competitions. 

5. What if I do not have a team of 3? Reach out to Mr. Stoloff or Mrs. DeWalt and we will work to 

get you on a team! 

 

Again, please reach out to Mr. Stoloff or Mrs. DeWalt with any questions or concerns. 

We plan to schedule a virtual meeting sometime in the near future to discuss any questions. 

We are looking forward to this school year and know that we will be able to work safely on this 

engineering challenge! 

 

We look forward to hearing from you, 

 

Mr. Stoloff & Mrs. DeWalt 
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https://www.vexrobotics.com/vexcode-blocks
https://jamboard.google.com/
https://www.roboticseducation.org/documents/2020/06/engineering-notebook-and-team-interview-rubric.pdf/
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